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Abstract:
Fish community
fish communiy structure is described at stes representing selected environmental settngs. I addiion, spalial and temporal patterns in fish community Structure e exemined

structure is characterized in the
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U.S. Geological Survey's National Water-Quality Assessment Program as part of an integrated physical, chemical, and biological assessment of the Nation's water quality. The objective of the National Water-Quality Assessment characterization of fish community structure is to relate fish community characteristics to physical, chemical, and other biological factors to assess water-quality conditions. To accomplish this,

t local, regional, and national levels. A representative sample of the fish community is collected by sampling a stream reach sing two complementary methods. The primary collection method is electrofishing using backpack, towed, or boat-operated electrofishing gear; seining is a

or
mpling efficiency and consultation with local fish ecologists. Before fish sampling is conducted, careful consideration must be given to collecting permits; protecting endangered, threatened, and special-concern species; and coordinating sampling efforts with other fish ecologists. After the sample is collected, individual fish are identified to species by ichthyologists.
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