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Abstract:
Fish community structure is characterized in the U.S. Geological Survey's National Water-Quality Assessment Program as part of an integrated physical, chemical, and biological assessment of the Nation's water quality. The objective of the National Water-Quality Assessment characterization of fish community structure is to relate fish community characteristics to physical, chemical, and other biological factors to assess water-quality conditions. To accomplish this,
fish community structure is described at sites representing selected environmental settings. In addition, spatial and temporal patterns in fish community structure are examined at local, regional, and national levels. A representative sample of the fish community is collected by sampling a stream reach using two complementary methods. The primary collection method is electrofishing using backpack, towed, or boat-operated electrofishing gear; seining is a
secondary technique. Other secondary techniques may be substituted after careful consideration of sampling efficiency and consultation with local fish ecologists. Before fish sampling is conducted, careful consideration must be given to collecting permits; protecting endangered, threatened, and special-concern species; and coordinating sampling efforts with other fish ecologists. After the sample is collected, individual fish are identified to species by ichthyologists.
Length and weight measurements are taken, and the presence of external anomalies are recorded.

Additional Publication Details
Publication Type USGS Numbered Series

Title Methods for sampling fish communities as part of the National Water-Quality Assessment Program
Author Meador, M. R.; Cuffney, T. F.; Gurtz, M. E.

Year 1993
Series Open-File Report

Series Number 93-104
Edition -

Language ENGLISH
Publisher U.S. Geological Survey ; Books and Open-File Reports [distributor],

Description iv, 40 p. :ill. ;28 cm.
USGS Library Call Number (200) R29o no.93-104

USGS Home  
Contact USGS  
Search USGS

Accessibility  FOIA  Privacy  Policies and Notices
U.S. Department of the Interior | U.S. Geological Survey
URL: http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/
Page Contact Information: Contact the Pubs Warehouse Team
Page Last modified: 10/02/2014 12:18:23

 

http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?hashtags=usgs%2C%20science&original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fpubs.er.usgs.gov%2Fpublication%2Fofr93104&text=Found%20on%20USGS%20Publications%20Warehouse%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpubs.er.usgs.gov%2Fpublication%2Fofr93104%23.VC2I4OFjzS8.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?hashtags=usgs%2C%20science&original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fpubs.er.usgs.gov%2Fpublication%2Fofr93104&text=Found%20on%20USGS%20Publications%20Warehouse%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpubs.er.usgs.gov%2Fpublication%2Fofr93104%23.VC2I4OFjzS8.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpubs.er.usgs.gov%2Fpublication%2Fofr93104
http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/ofr93-104
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr2002150
http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/ofr93-104
http://www.usgs.gov/
http://www.usgs.gov/
http://www.usgs.gov/ask/index.html
http://search.usgs.gov/
http://www.usgs.gov/accessibility.html
http://www.usgs.gov/foia/
http://www.usgs.gov/privacy.html
http://www.usgs.gov/policies_notices.html
http://www.doi.gov/
http://www.usgs.gov/
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/feedback
http://firstgov.gov/
http://firstgov.gov/
http://www.takepride.gov/

	usgs.gov
	Methods for sampling fish communities as part of the National Water-Quality Assessment Program


